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This project is funded by the Criminal Justice 

Programme of the European Union

CESIS is a non-profit independent organisation of 

researchers from a range of disciplinary backgrounds 

concerned to promote evidence-based, policy-relevant 

research at both national and European level. Amongst our 

main areas of research is violence against women. 

 Zoom - Gesellschaft für prospektive Entwicklungen 

e.V./society for prospective developments is a not for profit 

organisation which promotes equal opportunities and 

participation in society. Conducts scientific research, develops 

innovative projects and concepts for the transfer of knowledge 

practice-science.  

German Police University (DHPol) is a university 

addressing all senior officers of the German police forces. Its 

main activities in the fields of education and training for senior 

police officers and of research, namely violence, crime, security 

and police work.  

 The Institute of Conflict Research [Institut für 

Konfliktforschung – IKF] is a non-university research institute 

with the legal status of a non-profit association. Its purpose is 

to conduct research into political and social conflicts and to 

generate possible solutions for political decision-making.  

 SAFE Ireland is a leading national organisation of 

frontline domestic violence support services. Our work focuses 

on centre staging women and children having a leading role in 

research on DV impacts.  

 Verwey-Jonker Instituut is a national, independent 

institute for applied research into social issues. The Institute 

has a longstanding reputation in regards to policy-strategic and 

evaluative research. Main areas of research: social welfare, 

governance strategies, citizenship, gender and social inclusion, 

youth and domestic violence.  

CESIS | Av. 5 de Outubro, 12, 4º Esq.º, 1050-056 Lisboa | 

 Tel.: 213 845 560 

www.cesis.org  / www.facebook.com/cesis.org  



 

MAIN AIM 

The main objective of this project is to develop practice-

oriented research aiming at identifying: 

a) crucial aspects of supporting mechanisms 

available to DV victims within the criminal 

justice system; 

b) and elements that influence the way victims are 

being supported and protected at three 

different levels: i) at the entrance door (security 

forces receiving the complaints and follow up 

criminal procedures); ii) at the enquiry stage 

(public prosecutors initiatives and decisions 

taken); iii) in court (courts procedures and final 

decisions). 

 

 

CORE ACTIVITIES / EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

The transnational team will produce national analyses 

on the criminal justice response (risk assessment, 

victims' protection mechanisms and referral procedures) 

and on the victims’ experiences and perceptions of the 

way criminal justice is responding to their protection 

needs. A European comparative report of the outcomes 

of national research will be produced. The reports will 

include: literature review, including best practices; the 

legal framework on DV and description of protection 

procedures and mechanisms; file analysis; and a 

qualitative analysis of justice system’s perceptions and 

practices regarding protection needs and risks. 

 

The project will produce a common “judicial-oriented 

toolkit” based on a human rights framework to domestic 

violence. The judicial-oriented toolkit on DV victims’ 

protection includes: a set of excellence criteria for the 

establishment or improvement of protection needs 

assessment mechanisms; and a booklet on case 

typologies.  

 

National advisory committees composed by experts 

and relevant key actors will accompany the 

project’s different stages.  

 

Organization of final EU Seminar aiming at the 

launch of the project’s outcomes and sharing of 

experiences and best practices between experts 

and relevant key actors. 

 

 

TARGET GROUPS 

Law enforcement agencies, public prosecutors, 

judges, victims’ support services. 

 

 

PROJECT TIMELINE 

From February 2014 till January 2016. 
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http://inasc.org/ 

The project INASC, co-funded by the Directorate-

General Justice of the European Commission, aims 

to improve existing understanding of victims’ 

experiences of trajectories of DV cases in the 

course of criminal proceedings and how these 

experiences relate to individual assessment 

mechanisms and outcomes. 

 “As most women do not report violence and do 

not feel encouraged to do so by systems that are 

often seen as unsupportive, official criminal justice 

data only record those few cases that are reported. 

As a result, policy and practical responses to 

address violence against women are not always 

informed by comprehensive evidence.”  

 

(FRA (2014). Violence against women: an EU-wide 

survey). 


